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PETITION 


O  F    T  H  E 


FREEHOLDERS 


O  F    T  H  E 


County    of   MIDDLESEX, 


PRE  SENTED    T  O 


His    MAJESTY, 

The  24th  of  May,   1769, 

B    Y 

Mr.    Serjeant    GLYNN, 
JOHN    SAWBRIDGE,    Efq; 
JAMES    TOWN  SEND,    Efq; 
The  Rev.  Dr.  W I  L  S  O  N, 
GEORGE   BELLAS,    Efq; 
FRANCIS  AYS  COUGH,    Efq; 
And    WILLIAM  ELLIS,    Efq; 


Printed  by  Henry  Fen  wick,  Printer  to  the  Honourable 

City  of  London* 
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A    PETITION,     &>c. 


To  the  KING'S  mofi  Excellent  Majefty, 

The  Humble  Petition  of  the  Freeholders 
of  the  County  of  Middle/ex. 

Mqft  Gracious  Sovereign  ! 

WE,  Your  Majefty's  dutiful  and  loyal 
Subjects,  the  FREEHOLDERS  of  the 
County  of  MIDDLESEX,  beg  Leave,  with  all 
affectionate  Submiffion  and  Humility,  to  throw 
ourfelves  at  Your  Royal  Feet,  and  humbly  to 
implore  Your  Paternal  Attention  to  thofe Griev- 
ances, of  which  this  County  and  the  Whole 
Nation  complain,  and  thofe  fearful  Apprehen- 
sions with  which  the  Whole  British  Empire 
is  moil  juflly  alarmed. 

With  great  Grief  and  Sorrow,  we  have  long 
beheld  the  Endeavours  of  certain  evil-minded 
Perfons,  who  attempt  to  infufe  into  Your  Royal 
Mind,  Notions  and  Opinions  of  the  mod  dan- 
gerous and  pernicious  Tendency,  and  who  pro- 
mote 
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mote  and  counfel  fuch  Meafures  as  cannot  fail  to 
deftroy  that  Harmony  and  Confidence,  which 
fhould  ever  fubfift  between  a  Juft  and  Virtuous 
Prince  and'a  Free  and 'Loyal  People. 

For  this  difafFe&ed  Purpofe,  they  have  intrc/- 
duced  into  every  Part  of  the  Adminiftration  of 
our  Happy,  Legal  Constitution,  a  certain 
Unlimited  and  IndeiiniteD  i  scret  ion  a  ryPower: 
To  prevent  which  is  the  fole  Aim  of  All  Our 
Laws,  ;and  was  the  fole  Caufe  of  all  thcfe  Dis- 
turbances and  Revolutions,  which  formcrlv  dif- 
tracked  this  unhappy  Country  ;  for  our  Anceftors, 
by  their  own  fatal  Experience,  Well' knew,  that 
;in  a' State  where -Discretion  begins,  Law,  Li- 
berty and  Safety  end.  Under  the  Pretence  of 
this  Discretion,  or,  as  it  was  formerly,  and  has 
been  lately  called — 'Lawof  State  —  we  have 
feen 

Englim  Subjects,  arid  even  a  Member  of  the 
British  Legislature,  "arretted  by  virtue  of  a 
General  Warrant,  iffucd  by  a  Secretary  of 

- 

State,  contrary"  to  the  Law  of  the"  Land — 

..  Their  Houses  rifled  and  plundered,  their 
Papers  feized,  and  ufed  as  Evidence  upon 
Trial— 

Their  Bodies  committed  to  clofe  Imprifon- 
ment — 

The 
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The  Habeas  Corpus  eluded— 

Trial  by  Jury  difcountenanced,  and  the  Firft 
Law-Officer  of  the  Grown  publicly  infinua- 
ting,   that  Juries  are  not  to  be  truited — 

Printers  puniihed  by  the  Miniftry  in  the  fu- 
preme  Court  without  a  Trial  by  their  Equals — • 
without  any  Trial  at  all. 

The  "Remedy  of  the  Law  for  False  Imprison- 
ment barred  and  defeated— 

The  Plaintiff  and  his  Attorney,  for  their  Ap- 
peal to  the  Law  of  the  Land,  punimed  by  Ex- 
"pences  and  IinprifomnErit,  and  .made,  by  forced 
Engagements,     to    deiifl   .from  .their    legal 
•£laim — ■ 

A  Writing  determined   to  be  a  Libel  by  a 
Court  where  it  was  not  cognizable  in  the  firft  In- 
stance ;  contrary  to  Law,  bccaufe  all  Appeal  is 
-thereby  cud  off,-  and  inferior  Courts  and  Juries 
influenced: by  fuch  Predetermination— 

A  Perfon  condemned  in  the  faid  Court  as  the 
Author  of  the  fuppoled  Libel  unheard,  without 
Defence  or  Trial — 

Unjuft   Treatment  of  Petitions,   by  felecting 
j  only  fuch  Parts  as  might  be  wrefted  to  criminate 

the 
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the  Petitioner,  and  refufing  to  hear  thofe  which 
might  procure  him  Redrefs — 

The  Thanks  of  one  Branch  of  the  Legiflature 
propofed  by  a  Minifter  to  be  given  to  an  ac- 
knowledged Offender  for  his  Offence,  with  the 
declared  Intention  of  lcreenins;  him  from  Law- 


Attachments  wrefted  from  their  original  In- 
tent of  removing  Obftruclions  to  the  Proceed- 
ings of  Law,  to  punilh,  by  Sentence  of  arbi- 
trary Fine  and  Imprifonment,  without  Trial  or 
Appeal,  fuppofed  Offences  committed  out  of 
Court — 

Perpetual  Imprifonment  of  an  Englishman 
without  Trial,  Conviction,  or.  Sentence,  by  the 
fame  Mode  of  Attachment,  wherein  the  fame 
Perfon  is  at  once  Party,  Accuser,  Judge,  and 

Jury — 

Inftead  of  the  ancient  and  legal  Civil  Police, 
the  Military  introduced  at  every  Opportunity, 
unnecessarily  and  unlawfully  patrolling  the 
Streets,  to  the  Alarm  and  Terror  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants— 

The  Lives  of  many  of  your  Maje(ty?s  inno- 
cent Subjects  dell royed  by  Military  Execution — 

Such 
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Such  Military  Execution  folemnly  adjudged 
to  be  legal— 

Murder  abetted,  encouraged,  and  rewarded  — 

The  Civil  Magiftracy  rendered  contemptible 
by  the  Appointment  of  improper  and  incapable 
Ptrfons — 

The  Civil  Magiftrates  tampered  with  by  Ad- 
miniftration,  and  neglecting  and  refufmg  to  dis- 
charge their  Duty — 

Mobs  and  Riots  hired  and  raifed  by  the  Mi- 
ni ft  ry,  in  order  to  juftify  and  recommend  their 
own  illegal  Proceedings,  and  to  prejudice  Your 
Majefty's  Mind  by  falie  Infinuations  againft  the 
Loyalty  of  Your  Majefty's  Subjects— 

The  Freedom  of  Election  violated  by  corrupt 
and   undue   Influence,  by  unpunifhed  Violence 

and  Murder — • 

The  juft  Verdicts  of  Juries,  and  the  Opinion 
of  the  Judges,  over-ruled  by  falfe  Reprefenta- 
tions  to  Your  Majefty  ;  and  the  Determinations 
of  the  Law  fet  aiide  by  new,  unprecedented,  and 
dangerous  Means  ;  thereby  leaving  the  guilty 
without  Reftraint,  and  the  injured  without  Re- 
drefs,  and  the  Lives  of  your  Majefty's  Subjects 

at 
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at  the  Mercy  of  every  Ruffian,  protected:  by  Act- 
miniftration — 

Obfolete  and  vexatious:  Claims  of  the  Crown 
fet  on  Foot  for  Partial  and  Election  Purpofes — 

Partial  Attacks  on  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  : 
The  moil  daring  and  pernicious  Libels  againfl 
the  Constitution,  and  againil  the  Liberty  of 
the  Subject,  being  allowed  to  pafs  unnoticed, 
whilii  the  flighted  Libel  againfl  a  Minister  is 
punifhed  with  the  utmofl  Rigour — 

Wicked  Attempts  to  encreafe  and  eflablifh  a 
Standing  Army,  by  endeavouring  to  veil  in  the 
Crown  an  unlimited  Power  over  the  Militia ; 
which,  fhould  they  fucceed,  mull  fooner  or  later 
fubvert  the  Constitution,  by  augmenting  the 
Power  of  Adminiftration  in  Proportion  to  their 
Delinquency — 

Repeated  Endeavours  to  diminifh  the  Import- 
ance of  Members  of  Parliament  Individually, 
in  order  to  render  them  more  dependant  on  Ad- 
miniftration Collectively.  Even  Threats  hav- 
ing been  employed  by  Minifters  to  fupprefs  the 
Freedom  of  Debate  •,  and  the  Wrath  of  Par- 
liament denounced  again  (I  Meafures  aurhorifed 
by  the  Law  of  the  Land — 

Refo- 
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Refolutions  of  One  Branch  of  the  Legiflature, 
fet  up  as  the  Law  of  the  Land,  being  a  direcl: 
Ufurpation  of  the  Rights  of  the  Two  other 
Branches,  and  therefore  a  manifeft  Infringement 
of  the  Conftitution — 

Public  Money  fhamefully  fquandered  and  un- 
accounted for,  and  all  Inquiry  into  the  Caufe  of 
Arrears  in  the  Civil  Lift  prevented  by  the  Mi- 
niflry — 

Inquiry  into  a  Paymaster's  public  Accounts 
flopped  in  the  Exchequer,  though  the  Sums  un- 
accounted for  by  that  Pay  mailer  amount  to 
Above  Forty  Millions  Sterling— 

Public  Loans  perverted  to  private  Minifterial 
Purpofes— 

Proflitution  of  public  Honours  and  Rewards 
to  Men  who  can  neither  plead  public  Virtue  nor 
Services— 

Irreligion  and  Immorality,  fo  eminently  dif- 
countenanced  by  Your  Majesty's  Royal  Ex- 
ample, encouraged  by  Adminiflration  both  by 
Example  and  Precept. 

The  fame  Discretion  has  been  extended  by 
the'fame  evil  Counfellors  to  your  Majefty's  Do- 
minions 
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minions  in  America,  and  has  produced  to  our 
fuffering  Fellow  Subjects  in  that  Part  of  the 
World,  Grievances  and  Apprehenfions  fimilar  to 
thofe  of  which  we  complain  at  Home. 


Moft  Gracious  Sovereign ! 

SUCH  are  the  Grievances  and  Apprehen- 
sions which  have  long  difcontented  and  difturbed. 
the  greater!:  and  beft  Part  of  Your  Majefty's  loyal 
Subjects.  Unwilling,  however,  to  interrupt 
Your  Royal  Repofe,  though  ready  to  lay  down 
our  Lives  and  Fortunes  for  Yrour  Majefty's  Ser- 
vice, and  for  the  Conftitution  as  by  Law  efta- 
blifhed,  we  have  waited  patiently,  expecting  a 
constitutional  Remedy  by  the  Means  of  our  own 
Reprefentatives  :  But  our  legal  and  free  Choice 
having  been  repeatedly  rejected,  and  the  Right 
of  Election  now  finally  taken  from  us  by  the  un- 
precedented feating  of  a  Candidate  who  was  never 
chofen  by  the  County,  and  who,  even  to  become 
a  Candidate,  was  obliged  fraudulently  to  vacate 
his  Seat  in  Parliament,  under  the  Pretence  of  an 
infignificant  Place,  invited  thereto  by  the  prior 
Declaration  of  a  Minifter,  that  whoever  oppofed 
our  Choice,  though  but  with  Four  Votes, 
mould  be  declared  Member  for  the  County.  We 
fee  ourfelves,  by  this  laft  Ad,  deprived  even  of 
the  Franchifes  of  Englishmen,  reduced  to  the 
moft  abject  State  of  Slavery,  and  left  without 

Hopes 
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Hopes  or  Means  of  Redrefs   but   from  Your 

Majesty  or  God. 


Deign  then,  Most  Gracious  Sovereign  !  to 
liften  to  the  Prayer  of  the  mod  faithful  of  Your 
Majefty's  Subjects;  and  to  banifh  from  Your 
Royal  Favour,  Truit,  and  Confidence,  for  ever, 
thole  Evil  and  Pernicious  Counsellors,  who 
have  endeavoured  to  alienate  the  Affection  of 
Your  Majefty's  moil  fincere  and  dutiful  Subjects, 
and  whofe  Suggeflions  tend  to  deprive  Your  Peo- 
ple of  their  deareft  and  molt  effential  Rights,  and 
who  have  traiteroufiy  dared  to  depart  from  the 
Spirit  and  Letter  of  thofe  Laws  which  have  fe- 
cured  the  Crown  of  thefe  Realms  to  the  House 
of  Brunswick,  in  which  we  may  make  our 
Most  Earnest  Prayers  to  God,  that  it  may 
continue  untarnifhed  to  the  latelt  Pofterity. 

Signed  by 

FIFTEEN  HUNDRED  SIXTY-FIVE 
FREEHOLDERS. 


f  •• 
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